30th March 2010

Dear Parents/Carers

The end of term (Thursday 1st April) marks the final day in the existing Q3 Academy buildings and although this will be an emotional day for many it will mark the beginning of new hope and opportunity. 

The students and staff have been visiting the new building as part of a programme of induction tours in preparation for the start of the Summer Term which commences on Monday 26th April 2010. Students will be asked to assemble at 9.00 am on the new MUGA (multi-use games area) and will then be escorted by their tutor into the new Academy.  A series of important activities will be taking place during the day including familiarisation with the layout of the new building, accessing individual lockers and training in the use of the electronic personal identification and lunch cards.  Students will still be able to purchase lunch using cash during the first week however; we would encourage as many students as possible to use the ‘cashloaders’ to credit their electronic ID/lunch cards.  Parents will also be able to credit the students’ cards using ‘Parent Pay’ via the internet further details will be available via the Academy website.

A key focus of the first day will be the welcome assembly with myself, our sponsors and staff.

We have also identified a date during the Easter holidays for parental visits to the new building.  We do hope you will be able to join us on 8th April at one of the two sessions identified below.  Each session will begin with a brief welcome in the Lecture Theatre followed by a tour of the building.  

Thursday 8th April 2010: 
Session 1 – 3.00pm to 4.30pm





Session 2 – 5.30pm to 7.00pm

If you would like to attend it is essential that you complete the attached proforma to assist with our planning for the sessions.       

May I also remind you about the high standard of ‘Business Dress’ and behaviour expected from every student.  The new term provides a fresh start for all students and there will be zero tolerance of poor behaviour and unwillingness to conform to our high expectations.  The Academy has waiting lists for each year group therefore we expect every student to respond positively to their place at Q3 Academy.

You will shortly also be receiving a copy of our latest newsletter and we hope you enjoy reading about life at Q3.  Please encourage your children to study during the additional holiday week which has been granted to allow time for the move into the new building. Sam Learning is an excellent study package which should be accessible by all students.  
The external examination season will commence soon after the Easter break and it is therefore essential that students taking exams prepare themselves fully by embarking on revision during the holiday period.

We would like to provide parents/carers with some notice that we will shortly be sending home a comprehensive questionnaire to gather your views on the Academy and the education of your child/children. A full return of these questionnaires would be greatly appreciated to ensure that a fair and full analysis can take place. This analysis will certainly form the basis of a future dialogue at a senior level within the Academy and could provide the information required to continue developing our systems.
A reminder about key dates for next term:
· Students return: 26th April 2010

· New Intake Evening 1: 27th April 2010

· Bank Holiday: 3rd May 2010

· INSET Day (Academy closed for students): 4th May 2010

· Whitsun Half Term: 31st May 2010 – 4th June 2010

· Leavers Service: 25th June 2010

· Bright Stars Evening: 6th July 2010

· INSET Day (Academy closed for students): 7th July 2010

· New Intake Evening 2: 13th July 2010

· Parent Consultation Day Key Stage 3: 1st July 2010

· Parent Consultation Day Key Stage 4: 21st July 2010

· Year 5 Introduction Night: 22nd July 2010

· Transition Week: 26th July – 30th July 2010

· Last day of term: 30th July 2010
I am sure you will join me in thanking all of the staff for the tremendous work that is being undertaken to ensure a smooth transition into the new building.

I look forward to seeing you for one of the tours on the 8th April.  

Enjoy the Easter break.

Yours sincerely

Caroline Badyal

Chief Executive/Principal


Q3 Academy Parent/Carer Tour Reply Slip

I/We........................................................................................................... (Please insert name) will be attending:


Session 1 – 3.00pm to 4.30pm


Session 2 – 5.30pm to 7.00pm

Please indicate number of individuals attending in the box above.

Signed: ...................................................................................... Date: .....................................

Please return the slip to Events, Q3 Academy, Wilderness Lane, Great Barr, Birmingham, B43 7SD no later than Thursday 1st April 2010 to secure a place on the tour.
















