
Knowledge Organisers are designed to help and support 
you to learn the key knowledge within the subjects you 

study.  

In addition to your Knowledge Organisers Learning 
Consultants may still provide Independent Learning to further 
develop your skills, knowledge and understanding within the 

subject.  

‘The best advice I ever got was that 
knowledge is power and to keep reading’. 

David Bailey.  



 
Using your Knowledge Organisers 

Expectations: 

•  Study at least one section of a Knowledge Organiser for independent learning (homework) each evening. Aim to 

spend at least 30 minutes on this.  

• You will also be tested in your lessons on the information on your Knowledge Organiser. 

 

How to get the most out of your Knowledge Organisers: 

• Sometimes your Learning Consultant may tell you how to use certain sections of your Knowledge Organisers. In 

addition, they are a very useful tool for independent study and will help ensure that you know many of the facts and 

key areas of information in each of your subject areas. You can use your Knowledge Organisers in a number of 

different ways, including: 

• Use the ‘Thinking Hard’ strategies to refine your notes from the Knowledge Organiser 

•  Write your own challenging questions on a section. Leave these until the next day to answer 

• Ask someone to write or ask you questions based on a section. 

•  Put keywords into complete sentences 

• Look, Cover, Write and Check key words and terminology to help with spelling 

• Carry out further research on a topic 

• Create mind maps, flash cards, timelines, diagrams to aid with revision 

•  Self test  



Mind Mapping 
Mind Mapping is a process that involves a distinct combination of imagery, colour and visual-spatial 
arrangement. The technique maps out your thoughts using keywords that trigger associations in the 
brain to spark further ideas. 

 

 How to mind map: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u5Y4pIsXTV0 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u5Y4pIsXTV0


Revision Clock 
Make notes in each chunk of the clock. Revise each slot for 5 minutes, turn the clock over and then 
try to write out as much information as you can from one of the segments. Eg. all the information in 
the 2-3pm segment. 

 

Revision clock template:  

https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=revision+clocks&safe=strict&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ve
d=0ahUKEwi1gMD6wfLeAhWNzqQKHaHSChkQ_AUIDigB&biw=1680&bih=930#imgrc=DfuGrN4Ypz_z
cM:&spf=1543251070019 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=revision+clocks&safe=strict&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi1gMD6wfLeAhWNzqQKHaHSChkQ_AUIDigB&biw=1680&bih=930#imgrc=DfuGrN4Ypz_zcM:&spf=1543251070019
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=revision+clocks&safe=strict&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi1gMD6wfLeAhWNzqQKHaHSChkQ_AUIDigB&biw=1680&bih=930#imgrc=DfuGrN4Ypz_zcM:&spf=1543251070019
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=revision+clocks&safe=strict&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi1gMD6wfLeAhWNzqQKHaHSChkQ_AUIDigB&biw=1680&bih=930#imgrc=DfuGrN4Ypz_zcM:&spf=1543251070019


Flash Cards 

 

• To make your own, take some card and 

• cut into rectangles roughly 10cm x 6cm 

•  You could write down the key content of 
the topic and then try to reduce this to 
keywords to summarise the topic 

• You could then write the keyword on one 
side and the definition on the other.  

• Then go through your cards looking at 
one side and seeing if you can remember 
the keyword/definition on the other side. 

• Prioritise cards you have previously got 
wrong. 

 

 

 



















Year 8 Knowledge Organisers 
English  



English Knowledge Organiser: Y8 - 19th Century Fiction – Gothic Theme 
Meaning 

What is the extract 
about? 

 What happens in the 
extract? 

 Theme(s) of the extract - 
what is it really about?  

 Where does the extract 
“get to” from start to 
end? 

Language and Imagery 
Alliteration - the repeating of initial sounds.  

Metaphor - comparing two things by saying one is the other. 

 Simile - comparing two things saying one is like or as the other. 

 Personification - giving something non-human human qualities. 

 Onomatopoeia - words that sound like the thing they describe.  

 Repetition - does the writer repeat words or phrases? 

 Connotation - associations that words have  

 Ambiguity/ Ambiguous - is the word or phrase deliberately 
unclear? Could it mean opposite things or many different things? 

Adjectives - what are the key describing words? 

Structure 

 Foreshadowing – is anything being being hinted at? 

Opening – how does the extract begin? 

Ending – how does the extract finish? Is there a clear 
resolution? 

 Flashbacks – are any included? What do they reveal? 

Repetition – are any ideas or patterns repeated? Why? 

Connections – how do the paragraphs link together? 

Narrative perspective – does this stay the same 
throughout? 

Linear/non linear – is there a clear order to the events? 

Typical settings:  

1. Wild landscapes in Northern England that were often remote and inhospitable  

2. Medieval style castles, churches or abbeys that were often ruined or decayed 

3. Industrial cities where social classes lived among each other 

4. ’Exotic’ locations to depict colonisation, imperialism, attitudes to race and ‘otherness’ 

5. Volatile and threatening weather (symbolism) 

Social and Historical Context 

The key social, moral, cultural and spiritual 
influences of the time were: 
• Social class – upper, middle and working classes. 
• Church and religion – the belief in God and His 

work 
• Women – their roles and inequality amongst 

men  
• Supernatural and Science  
• Romanticism – a literary movement popular at 

the time 
• The French Revolution (1789-1799) 
• The Industrial Revolution – and its affects on 

society 
• The Age of the Enlightenment (1685-1815) 
• Burke and Hare – infamous body-snatchers 
• Jack the Ripper – and how this event influenced 

writers and society. 

SLIM 
Someone call 

my name? 

Characters 

Who is the telling 
the story? 

What is the narrative 
voice? Is it first or third 

person? 

What do we learn about the 
characters that might be 

important? 

Symbols & Motifs in Gothic Literature 
Blood 

Ghosts/Spirits 
Coffins 

Cemeteries 
Full Moon 

Water 
Ocean Tides 
Landscapes 

Key Concepts 
Pastoral 
Sublime 

Binary Opposites 
Duplicity 
Elegaic 

Ethereal 
Protagonist 
Revenant 

Intertextuality 
Ancestral Curse 
Body-Snatching 

Supernatural 
Cadaver 
Pastiche 

Why not find out 
what these mean… 



Learning questions  
How does the context affect the opening of a novel/extract? 

When did the Gothic tradition begin? 

What are the specific language devices I would expect to see in a Gothic text?  

Can I identify how language/structure is used by the writer for effect? 

Can I use Gothic features in my own writing? 

Can I comment on the way that Gothic writers tried to affect their readers? 

How and why did the Gothic tradition begin? 

Can I critically evaluate and create an opinion on a text? 



Deconstruct it 

____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________ 

Now that you have 
some new 
information, write 
the title in the box 
and deconstruct it. 
From the title and 
new information, 
tell us what the 
topic of Gothic is 
about. 

Title: 
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English Knowledge Organiser: Y8 Descriptive Writing 



Learning questions  
How are a range of linguistic devices used for effect? 

How do narrative perspectives and time develop my writing?  

Structure: can I embed a range of sentence types?   

Can I use a range of punctuation for effect?  

Can I comment on the way that language is used in other examples? 

Am I using a range of sophisticated and ambitious vocabulary?  

Have I explored a range of work from different writers? 

Can I critically evaluate and create an opinion on a text? 



Descriptive Language Features 

Feature Definition Example 

Personification When you give an object a 

human characteristic. 

Adjective A word which describes a 

noun 

Metaphor When you say that something 

is something else 

She had a heart of stone.  

Simile 

 

Comparing two things, using the words ‘like’ or 

‘as’. 

Senses 

 

Sight – Sound  - Taste – Touch – Smell 

Onomatopoeia 

 

When a word echoes the sound it 

describes. 

Deafening and dangerous, the rockets 

banged in the sky. 

Adverbs 

 

 

A word which describes how a 

verb is done. 

 

Powerful 

Vocabulary 

If I use all of the above effectively, 

this is powerful vocabulary. 



Compose a piece of descriptive writing based on 
the image.  





Connect it 

____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________ 

Describe where 
you might use 
today’s 
knowledge in 
another 
subject. 

30 



Knowledge Organiser: Y8 – Writing to argue, Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives 

 

FORREST 

Facts 

Onomatopoeia 

Opinions 

(Quote) 

Rhetorical 

Question 

Repetition 

Rule of Three 

Emotive 

Language 

Statistics 

Tone 

 

Sarcastic 

Irony 

Exaggerate 

Humour 

Their Opinion 

DUCK! AKA ‘Weaving’ 

SQUASH IT ‘Counter 

Punch’ 

YOUR OPINION  

JAB/Right Hook/Uppercut 

etc. 

I understand why some 

people believe… 

However, I believe that… 

Some people may think… But, On the other hand,  

I know how some people 

feel about… 

Although this might be 

the case, 

Have they considered…? 

Some people think this is a 

good idea because… 

Never the less, I feel strongly that… 

In contrast to this, I would argue that… 

Don’t forget to PLAN 



Year 8 Knowledge Organiser: A Christmas Carol 

Key Literary Vocabulary: 

Satire- use of humour or ridicule to criticise.  
Simile- comparing using ‘like’ or ‘as’. 
Metaphor- saying one thing is another. 
Personification- making objects human. 
Pathetic fallacy- weather to create mood. 
Pathos- language to evoke pity. 
Allusion- reference to another literary work. 
Hyperbole- an exaggerated statement. 
Connotation- an associated meaning of a 
word. 
Characterisation- built up description of 
character in text. 
Semantic field- words related in meaning. 
Imagery- visually descriptive language. 
 

Stave 1 Marley’s Ghost 
Ebenezer Scrooge is at work in his counting house. Scrooge's turns 
down his nephew, Fred’s, invitation to his Christmas party & the 
request of two men who want money for charity. Scrooge is visited by 
the ghost of his dead partner, Jacob Marley, who tells Scrooge that, 
due to his own greedy life, he has to wander the  Earth wearing heavy 
chains. Marley tries to stop Scrooge from doing the same. He tells 
Scrooge that three spirits will visit him during the next three nights. 
Scrooge falls asleep. 
Stave 2 The First of the Three Spirits 
He wakes and the Ghost of Christmas Past soon appears to him - they 
embark on a journey into Scrooge’s past. Invisible to those he watches, 
Scrooge revisits his childhood school days; his apprenticeship with a 
jolly merchant named Fezziwig, & his engagement to Belle, who leaves 
Scrooge as he loves money too much to love another human being. 
Scrooge sheds tears of regret before returning to his bed. 
Stave 3 The Second of The Three Spirits 
Scrooge anticipates the second ghost, sitting up in bed waiting. He is 
surprised when no spirit arrives. Instead, he follows a light & finds 
himself in a transformed version of his own room. The Ghost of 
Christmas Present shows Scrooge Christmas as it happens that year.  
Scrooge sees the Cratchit family eat a tiny meal in their little home ;Bob 
Cratchit's crippled son, Tiny Tim, whose kindness & humility warm 
Scrooge's heart and Fred’s Christmas party. Toward the end of the day 
the ghost shows Scrooge two starved child-like figures; Ignorance & 
Want. He vanishes as Scrooge notices a dark, hooded figure coming. 
Stave 4 The Last of the Spirits 
The Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come takes Scrooge through a sequence 
of scenes linked to an unnamed man's death. Scrooge is keen to learn 
the lesson. He begs to know the name of the dead man. He finds 
himself in a churchyard with the spirit pointing to a grave. Scrooge 
looks at the headstone & is shocked to read his own name. He is 
desperate to change his fate & promises to change his ways. He 
suddenly finds himself safely tucked in his bed. 
Stave 5 The End of It 
Scrooge rushes out onto the street hoping to share his newfound 
Christmas spirit. He sends a turkey to the Cratchit house & goes to 
Fred's party. As the years go by, he continues to celebrate Christmas 
with all his heart. He treats Tiny Tim as if he were his own child, gives 
gifts for the poor & is kind, generous & warm. 

Quotations to Learn: 
‘as solitary as an oyster’ ‘as hard and sharp as flint’ ‘squeezing, 
wrenching, grasping, covetous old sinner’ ‘tight-fisted hand at the 
grindstone’ ‘no warmth could warm, no wintry weather chill’ ‘Are 
there no prisons? Are there no workhouses?’ ‘decrease the 
surplus population’ “I will honour Christmas in my heart, and try 
to keep it all the year. I will live in the Past, the Present, and the 
Future” “I am as giddy as a schoolboy” “I wear the chain I forged 
in life” ‘ The clerk’s fire was so very much smaller that it looked 
like only one coal’ “he hoped the people saw him in the church, 
because he was a cripple, and it might be pleasant to them to 
remember upon Christmas Day, who made lame beggars walk, 
and blind men see”“Another idol has displaced me” “A golden 
one” “brought two children; wretched, abject, frightful, hideous, 
miserable’  

Context: 
1832 – The Great Reform Bill gave many middle class property 
owners the right to vote for the first time. Large sections of the 
middle classes, the working classes and women still didn’t have the 
right to vote.  
1834 – Poor Law Amendment Act – Led to a cut in aid given to 
paupers to help them stay in their own homes. Workhouses were 
created which poor people would have to live and work in, if they 
were unable to pay for their own housing.  
September 1843 – Dickens visits a “Ragged School.”  
December 1843 – Dickens writes A Christmas Carol focusing on 
how many of society’s ills can be blamed on greed for money and 
status.  

Charles Dickens: 
• 1824 – Dickens’ father is sent to jail for debt and Dickens 

has to give up his education until his father inherits some 
money and he goes to a private school  

• Dickens was put to work in a warehouse, pasting labels 
on bottles. He had experience of poverty.  

• Dickens became a writer of fiction and journalism, 
reporting on court cases and working for radical 
newspapers on his disillusionment with politics and the 
class system. 

Themes and Symbols: 
Poverty, Fate, Charity, Transformation, Capitalism, Greed, Money, 
Redemption, Family, Friendship, Religion, Morality, 
Isolation/Loneliness, Choices, Memory and the past, Compassion, 
Forgiveness, Guilt and blame, Time, Rationality 
Fire, bells, chains, weather 











Knowledge Organiser: Year 8 – Dystopian Fiction 

Key Literary Vocabulary: 

Genre: The word ‘genre’ comes 
from the Latin ‘genus’ which 
means ‘kind’. So to ask what 
genre a text belongs to is to ask 
what kind of text it is.  

Writing Skills:  
Dialogue – Change line for new 
dialogue. Make sure the reader 
can tell who is speaking and 
use speech marks (“”) 
Vocabulary – Your chosen 
vocabulary has to be evocative. 
It has to make the reader feel 
what you want them to feel. 
Horror writing makes use of a 
wide vocabulary.  
Sentence Types – Varied! Use a 
mix of short, simple, 
compound and complex 
sentences. Even one-word 
sentences for effect.  
Proofread – check for any 
mistakes such as missed capital 
letters, punctuation, spelling 
etc.  

Literary Techniques (methods that writers use for effect): 
Simile – comparing two things using like or as.  
Metaphor – stating one thing as though it is something else.  
Personification - Giving human features/characteristics to a non-human 
object.  
Repetition – where an idea is repeated multiple times throughout a text often 
to strengthen the idea presented.  
Unreliable narrator – a sense that the narrator is not telling/is not able to tell 
the whole truth.  
Imperative Verb – a command verb such as ‘put’ or ‘don’t’. 
Pathetic fallacy - a type of personification where emotions are given to a 
setting, an object or the weather.  
Onomatopoeia – words that sound a little like they mean. 
Emotive Language – language intended to create an emotional response 

Typical genre features: 

• Propaganda is used to control the citizens of society.  
• Information, independent thought and freedom are restricted.  
• A leader/concept is worshipped by the citizens of the society.  
• Citizens have a fear of the outside world.  
•  Citizens live in a dehumanized state.  
• Citizens conform to uniform expectations. Individuality and 

dissent are bad.  
• The society is an illusion of a perfect utopian world.  
 

Dystopia, Utopia, Power, Control, 
Authoritarian, Inequality, Society, 
Democracy, Totalitarian, Regime, 

Dictatorship, Proletariat, 
Communism, Socialism, Capitalism, 

Slogan, Moto, Ideology, Belief, 
Manipulation, Propaganda, Identity, 

Poverty, Loyalty, Language 

The Hunger Games by Suzanne 
Collins.  

Panem is split up into 12 districts. Each year, every district is forced to randomly 
choose two tributes--one girl and one boy--to fight in the annual Hunger Games. A 
fight to the death on live television. Katniss Everdeen takes her sister's place when 
she is called to be the tribute of the 74th annual Hunger Games. 

1984 by George Orwell.  Winston Smith is a member of the Outer Party. He works in the Records Department 
in the Ministry of Truth, rewriting and distorting history. To escape Big Brother's 
tyranny, at least inside his own mind, Winston begins a diary — an act punishable by 
death  

A Brave New World by Aldous Huxley Brave New World opens in London, nearly six hundred years in the future ("After 
Ford"). Human life has been almost entirely industrialized — controlled by a few 
people at the top of a World State. 

A Dystopian Protagonist: 

• Often feels trapped and is struggling to 
escape.  

• Questions the existing social and political 
systems and attempts to rebel but in a way 
that is still morally acceptable 

• Believes or feels that something is terribly 
wrong with the society in which he or she 
lives.  

• Lacks the selfish nature of those in charge. 

With the increase of social media, public 
surveillance, fear over nuclear weaponry 
and an increased awareness of social 
issues such as racism, greed or poverty, 
writers have written about the extreme 
cases of controlling such issues.  
BIG QUESTION: Orwell writes in 1984, 
“If you want a picture of the future, 
imagine a boot stamping on a human 
face – for ever.” Is this the true 
depiction of human life? Does this lead 
us to assume that humans have an 
ingrained capability to be evil? 

Typical settings:  
• Futuristic, industrial cities 
• Destroyed natural habitat with little 

connection to nature 
• High levels of surveillance 
• Environments and weather that 

creates a strong sense of oppression 
or constraint 

Punctuation (use a variety) : 

.  ,  :  ; “” () ? ! … 



Learning questions  
How does the context affect the opening of a novel? 

How does the context of a novel affect the presentation of characters? 

How does the text link to the modern world?  

Can I identify how language/structure is used by the writer for effect? 

Can I comment on the way that language is used to convey ideas? 

How are different events presented in the novel? How does context affect this? 

How does context affect the setting? 

Can I critically evaluate and create an opinion on a text? 



Transform it 

Transform the 
last piece of 
work you did 
into a picture. 

15 



Create it 

Create a mind 
map about the 
themes within 
the novel we 
are currently 
learning about. 

36 



Create it 

Create a short 
test about what 
we have been 
learning about 
so far. 

 

Write the model 
answers in your 
book. 

Question 1: 

Answer: 

_____________________________
_____________________________ 

Question 2: 

Answer: 

_____________________________
_____________________________ 

Question 3: 

Answer: 

_____________________________
_____________________________ 
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Year 8 Knowledge Organisers 
Cre8 - Arts 



Visual Arts – Observational drawings/paintings 

Observational drawing is 
when an artist observes 

something and responds to 
it with a visual 

representation. This could 
be a drawing, painting or 

collage piece. 

Key words  
Representation, Observe, Collage, Media, Grid, Accuracy, Line, Shape, Tone, 3D Form, 

Perspective, Proportion, Detail, Composition, Viewfinder, Mark-making, Texture.  

Success criteria of an observational 
drawing/painting 

To consistently look back at the 
object or image. 
To sketch light outlines. 
To use a grid method to help with 
proportion and perspective.  
Apply a range of tone from dark to 
light.  
Use mark making techniques such 
as hatching/dashes/smudges/dots 
to show texture.  



Visual Arts – Grid method 

The grid method is used 
to reproduce and/or 

enlarge an image that 
you want to paint or 

draw.  

Key words  
Representation, Observe, Collage, Media, Grid, Accuracy, Line, Shape, Tone, 3D Form, 

Perspective, Proportion, Detail, Composition, Viewfinder, Mark-making, Texture.  

The grid method helps 
with accuracy when 
drawing by breaking 
down an image into 

manageable sections  

Enlarged 
section  

Reproduced   

The grid method can support the Artist in drawing or 
painting exactly like the image. Photorealism rejected the 

painterly qualities by which individual artists could be 
recognised, and instead strove to create pictures that 

looked photographic. Artists such as Sarah Graham use this 
method to create their own photorealist artwork. 



Visual Arts – What makes a good quality photograph? 

Clear (in focus) 

Interesting composition (layout) 

Colour 

Interesting angles 

Interesting viewpoint 

Contrast (light vs dark) 
Take more than one photo 
of the same thing 

Take photos close up and further away 



Year 8 Knowledge Organisers 
Drama 



Our Day Out-Developing a script extract for 
performance  

Key Word Definitions: Role on the wall for your scripted 
character: 

Write an original monologue 
inspired by a character in the play: 

………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………… 

Characterisation   

Rehearsal   

Artistic intentions   

Social Context   

Set   

Props   

Wings   

Stage layout – SL, 
SR, CS, US DS 

  

Cross Cutting   

Marking the 
Moment 

  

Audition   

Playwright   

Willy Russell   

Script   

Genre   

Monologue   

Duologue   

Blocking   

Director   

Actor   



Year 8 Knowledge Organisers 
DT - Food 







Year 8 Knowledge Organisers 
French 



Year 8, Assessment Cycle 2 – part 1 

un atelier workshop 
la balle aux prisonniers dodgeball 
un centre aéré after school centre 
une chasse au trésor treasure hunt   
les claquettes tap dancing 
une colonie de vacances summer camp 
la course d’orientation  orienteering 
un feu de camp a camp fire 
un(e) moniteur(trice) instructor 
un stage (sportif ) short (sports) course 
le tir à l’arc archery 

Active holidays and summer camps 

donc so 

ou or 
mais  but 
c’est pourquoi  that’s why 

aussi  also 

cependant  however 

Cet été This summer 
Cet hiver This winter 
Depuis Since/for 
Tous les lundis Every Monday 
Pendant during 

Time phrases 
Connectives 

j’adore (ça)  I love (it/that) 
j’aime (ça)  I like (it/that) 
ça va  it’s OK 
je n’aime pas (ça)  I don’t like (it/that) 
je déteste (ça)  I hate (it/that) 
ce que j’aime/déteste/préfère c’est… what I like/hate/prefer is… 
je voudrais/j’aimerais +infinitive I would like 

Opinions 

Qu’est-ce qui ne va pas ? What is wrong? 
J’ai mal au/à la/à l’/aux …  my … hurts, I have a sore … 
le bras arm 
la cheville ankle 
les dents teeth 
le dos  back 
l’épaule shoulder 
le genou knee 
la jambe  leg 
pied  foot 
la tête  head 

Body parts and injuries 

jouer to play 
faire to do 
commencer to start 
bouger to move 
essayer to try 
Je peux + infinitive I can + verb 
Je ne peux pas + infinitive I cannot + verb 

Useful verbs and phrases 



Year 8, Assessment Cycle 2 – part 2 

habiter to live 
dans le nord/le sud/l’ouest/l’est in the north/south/west/east 
dans le centre  in the centre 
c’est (plus/moins) it’s (more/less) … 
    bruyant/tranquille       noisy/peaceful 
    désert/peuplé     sparsely/densely-populated 
    moderne/historique    modern/historic 
    pittoresque/moche     picturesque/unattractive 
    plat/montagneux     plat/montagneux 
    propre/sale     clean/dirty 
    urbanisé/rural     built-up/rural 
    vivant/ennuyeux     lively/boring 

Where I live – Ou j’habite 

à sept heures at 7 am 
à dix heures quinze/trente/quarante-cinq at 10.15/30/45 am 
à midi at midday 
à treize heures at 1 pm 
à vingt et une heures at 9 pm 
À minuit at midnight 

je suis parti(e) I left 
je suis arrivé(e)  I arrived 
je suis allé(e)  I went 

Volunteering - Bénévolat 

Time (24-hour clock) – L’heure 

je vais I am going 
participer à un événement sponsorisé       to take part in a sponsored event. 
collecter de l’argent pour une association 

caritative. 
 to collect money for a charity. 

faire du travail bénévole. to do voluntary work. 
organiser une vente de gâteaux. to organise a cake sale. 
donner des vieux vêtements à la friperie. to give old clothes to the charity shop. 

Past activities – Activités au passé 

je me réveille I wake up 
je me lève I get up 
je me couche I go to bed 
je m’endors I go to sleep 
je m’habille I get dressed 
je me douche I have a shower 
je me lave  I wash 
je me brosse les dents I brush my teeth 
je m’occupe des animaux I look after the animals 

Daily routine with reflexive verbs 

je quitte la maison/le collège  I leave the house/school 

je rentre à la maison  I go home 
je vais au collège  I go to school 
je prends le petit déjeuner  I have breakfast 
je mange I eat 
je travaille dans le jardin  I work in the garden 
je fais mes devoirs I do my homework 
je regarde la télévision  I watch television 
je vais au lit I go to bed 

Daily routine with reflexive verbs 



Year 8 Knowledge Organisers 
Geography 



Y8 Hazardous Earth 
KS3 Geography 14 Subject Specific Key Terms 

Pangea 

 

A supercontinent which existed on earth. It included all the present 

continents, which broke up and drifted apart. 

Conservative plate margin 

 

Tectonic plate margin where two tectonic plates slide past each 

other. 

 

Hazard Something which may potentially harm humans or animals. 
Constructive plate margin 

 

Tectonic plate margin where rising magma adds new material to 

plates that are diverging or moving apart. 

 

Magma 

 

Molten rock below the Earth’s surface. 

 

Destructive plate margin 

 

Tectonic plate margin where two plates are converging or coming 

together and oceanic plate is subducted. It can be associated with 

violent earthquakes & explosive volcanoes. 

 

Plate margin 

 

The margin or boundary between two tectonic plates. 

 

Primary effects 

 

The initial impact of a natural event on people and property, caused 

directly by it, for instance the ground buildings collapsing following an 

earthquake. 

 

Tectonic Plate 

 

A rigid segment of the Earth’s crust which can ‘float’ across the 

heavier, semi-molten rock below. Continental plates are less dense, 

but thicker than oceanic plates. 

Secondary effects 

The after-effects that occur as indirect impacts of a natural event, 

sometimes on a longer timescale, for instance fires due to ruptured 

gas mains resulting from the ground shaking. 

Volcano 

 

An opening in the Earth’s crust from which lava, ash and gases 

erupt. 

 

Immediate responses 

 

The reaction of people as the disaster happens and in the immediate 

aftermath. 

 

Earthquake 

 

A sudden or violent movement within the Earth’s crust followed by 

a series of shocks 

 

Long-term responses 

 

Later reactions that occur in the weeks, months and years after the 

event. 

 

Learning Log 

• Introduction 

• Inside the Earth 

• Plate Tectonics 

• Global hazards 

• Nepal Earthquake 

• Icelandic Volcano 

• Managing tectonic hazards 

Activities 

Spelling Test 1 Spelling Test 2 

Create it  Transform it 

 

Inside the Earth 

At around 22°C the thinnest layer of the 

Earth is solid.  CRUST 

Consists of iron, nickel, sulphur and oxygen.  

This liquid layer is found 5,150km deep.  It is 

thought to be 4,000-6,000 °C. OUTER CORE 

Its temperature ranges from 1,400°C to 
3,000°C.  It is made up of iron, oxygen, 
silicon, magnesium and aluminium. The 
majority of this layer is molten. MANTLE 

This layer makes up 80% of the Earth’s 

structure. MANTLE 

The layer beneath the ocean bed is about 

8km thick and is mainly made from a rock 

called basalt. CRUST 

A huge solid metal ball of iron and nickel 

measuring 2,500 km wide. INNER CORE 

At 5,000-6,000 °C this part of the Earth is 

6,000 times hotter than our atmosphere. 

INNER CORE 

The layer that makes up the land ranges 

from 8km to 70km thick and is mostly made 

from a rock called granite. CRUST 

This layer is divided up into segments called 

tectonic plates.  These are moving very 

slowly. CRUST 

It is the movement of metals in this layer 

that creates our Earth’s magnetic field. 

OUTER CORE 

Plate Tectonics 

Constructive margins are where two plates are moving away from each 
other.  Magma (molten rock) rises to fill the gap and cools, creating new 
crust. 

Destructive margins are where two plates are moving towards each other. 
Where an oceanic plate meets a continental plate, the denser oceanic 
plate is forced down into the mantle and destroyed.  This often creates 
volcanoes and ocean trenches (very deep sections of the ocean floor 
where the oceanic plate goes down).  When two continental plates meet, 
the plates collide, and the ground is folded & forced upwards to create 
mountain ranges. 

Conservative margins are where two plates are moving sideways from 
each other, or moving in the same direction but at different speeds. Crust 
isn’t created or destroyed. 

Crucial Command Word 

Describe 
To give detail. 

 
‘Use a case study to describe the impacts of a volcanic 
eruption or an earthquake’. 

 
 
The tectonic plates move between 2-5cm per year.  That’s 
about the same speed at which your fingernails grow! 



Week Which parts of the 
knowledge organiser 
should I use? 

Independent Learning  Criteria Stretch 

1 Subject specific key term Learn the spellings and the definitions of 
the first 7 subject specific key words.  

You will be told the definition and will have to write the 
correct spelling of the key word. 
 

Can you get all 7 correct? 
10 Q points for completing this challenge. 

2 Subject specific key term 
 

Learn the spellings and the definitions all 14 
subject specific key words. 

You will be told the definition and will have to write the 
correct spelling of the key word. 

Can you get all 14 correct? 
10 Q points for completing this challenge. 

3 Inside the earth We have explored the earth’s structure.  
Use the “Inside the earth” section to create 
a poem about the earth’s structure. 

You must use all of the red key words.  
You must identify the correct order of the layers 
somewhere in your poem. 
You may use colours and pictures to decorate your 
poem. 

can you include some figures in your 
poem? 10 Q points for completing the 
challenge. 
 

4 Crucial command word We have explored our case studies. 
Explore the question in the crucial 
command word box. 
Answer the question using a range of 
images. 

You must refer to Nepal’s earthquake. 
you cannot write full sentences. 
 you cannot use more than 10 words. 

can you used less than 5 words to 
accompany you images? 10 Q points for 
completing this challenge. 

5 Inside the earth and  
Plate tectonics  

Sketch  your own diagram of the different 
tectonic plates, use the image in “inside the 
earth”. 
 Use the “plate tectonics” section to help 
you label each arrow correctly. 

Sketch the continents. 
Sketch the plate boundaries. 
Draw the correct arrows  to show the movement of the 
plates. 
Label the arrows of the constructive plate boundaries. 
Label the arrows of the destructive plate boundaries. 
Label the arrows of the conservative plate boundaries. 

Can you find the names of  3 tectonic 
hazards which  have occurred on 
destructive plate boundaries? 
 Label them correctly on your map. 
10 Q points for completing this challenge. 
 

6 

SHOW AND TELL PROJECT 



Year 8 Knowledge Organisers 
Music 



The Power of Music Performing Popular Music 

Key Word Definitions: Draw a flow chart for either one of your 
performances, include, names of 
performers, sections of the song, 

instruments, dynamics and tempo. 

Dynamics   
Fortissimo   
Forte   
Piano   
Pianissimo   
Tempo   
Presto   
Moderato 

Grave   
Texture   
Melody   
Chord   
Bassline   
Harmony   

Write down the notes in each chord: 

Chord name Notes in the chord  

C Major   

G Major   

A Minor   

F Major   

C7  

G7  

Name five sections in a song: 

Structure The sections in a song 

Eg. Chorus A section that repeats at different point 

throughout the song.  

…………………   

 

…………………   

 

…………………   

 

…………………  

 

…………………  

 

Name five different genres of music: 

Genre What it sounds like. 

………………… 

…………………   

…………………   

…………………   

………………… 



Year 8 Knowledge Organisers 
History 







Year 8 Knowledge Organisers 
Maths 














