
KS3 Curriculum - English
Year: 2021-2022 Curriculum Area: English 
Department Vision

Creativity of Learning and Learning of Creativity for a love of literature and cultural heritage.

The English Department supports in strengthening students’ education by developing of a deeper grasp of language and literacy, the importance of critical reading and effective writing, 

and the diversity of literature, both past and contemporary. We aim to teach students how to effectively speak, read, and write. Students will be encouraged to think critically and reflect on 

what they have learned. We will instil a passion for learning and a respect for education.

Intent
1. To create a cohesive curriculum where strong links can be identified through Scheme of work, big picture, big picture questions, key terms, lessons and knowledge organisers.

2. To implement effective teaching strategies that will support engagement. 

3. To implement effective teaching and planning strategies that will support SEND students

4. To work collaboratively and make conscious changes to the curriculum so that it reflects DfE and OFSTED guidance.

Sequence of Learning and Implementation of Curriculum
Our KS3 students follow schemes that are centred around the English National Curriculum framework that equally enhances their KS2 learning, and Prepares them for KS4. 

The English department understand the importance of literacy and embed activities throughout our schemes to ensure key literacy skills are taught. Our expectations are high and we 

allows our students to explore challenging texts from year 7 onwards; although these are taught at an appropriate level to suit students’ ability. Reading, writing, speaking and listening 

are covered across the year with an even mix of knowledge and skills.

We are passionate about literature and language - we want to instil that passion and love of learning in the students we teach. Although test results are crucial, our goal is to transform our 

children to become lifelong learners by building on the foundation of our well-crafted Key Stage 3 curriculum. We want to produce English scholars, students who approach texts with an 

open mind and a critical eye; who confidently pick up a pen and write down their thoughts; and who argue, discuss, and share their opinions with conviction

Building Citizens of the World Inclusion

British Values; PSHE; RSE; SMSC; Careers; Literacy; Numeracy.

The curriculum is designed to consider the British Values within the texts studied; 

considering how these values are reflected in modern texts with particular attention 

to Academy SMSC obligations. Careers, whilst covered explicitly through Enterprise, 

are explored from the perspective of successful writers and dramatists. The benefits 

of transitional skills in English speaking countries in addition to non-English speaking 

countries. 

The most disadvantaged students have an alternate provision through Years 7 and 8 

where additional literacy intervention is in place through additional English lessons; 

students also receive Accelerated Reading lessons to support reading and 

comprehension skills. 



KS4 Curriculum - English
Year: 2021-2022 Curriculum Area: English 
Department Vision

Creativity of Learning and Learning of Creativity for a love of literature and cultural heritage.

The English Department supports in strengthening students’ education by developing of a deeper grasp of language and literacy, the importance of critical reading and effective writing, and the diversity of 

literature, both past and contemporary. We aim to teach students how to effectively speak, read, and write. Students will be encouraged to think critically and reflect on what they have learned. We will instil 

a passion for learning and a respect for education.

Intent
GCSE English Language Intentions for our students:

• read a wide range of texts, fluently and with good understanding

• read critically, and use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and improve their own

• writing

• write effectively and coherently using Standard English appropriately

• use grammar correctly, punctuate and spell accurately

• acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and understanding of

• grammatical terminology, and linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken

• language.

In addition, they must enable students to:

• listen to and understand spoken language, and use spoken Standard English effectively

GCSE English Literature Intentions for our students:

• read a wide range of classic literature fluently and with good understanding, and make

• connections across their reading

• read in depth, critically and evaluatively, so that they are able to discuss and explain their

• understanding and ideas

• develop the habit of reading widely and often

• appreciate the depth and power of the English literary heritage

• write accurately, effectively and analytically about their reading, using Standard English

• acquire and use a wide vocabulary, including the grammatical terminology and other literary

• and linguistic terms they need to criticise and analyse what they read.

Sequence of Learning and Implementation of Curriculum
Our department have designed a knowledge-rich, dynamic and rigorous curriculum for students, which focuses on a variety of different texts from non-fiction, poetry to Victorian Literature. Students are also 

taught imaginative writing skills, as well as transactional writing for varying audiences, purposes and formats.

Year 10 – Students will focus predominantly on literature for the first two terms, exploring poetry and Macbeth.  Students will be introduced to both Language papers in the final term and complete their 

spoken language assessment. 

Year 11 – Students will study remaining literature texts (A Christmas Carol and An Inspector Calls) and revise all sections of Literature and Language GCSE in preparation for their exam.

Building Citizens of the World

How does your curriculum reflect national policy? 

British Values; PSHE; RSE; SMSC; Careers; Literacy; Numeracy.

The curriculum is designed to consider the British Values within the texts studied; considering how these values are reflected in modern texts with particular attention to Academy SMSC 

obligations. Careers, whilst covered explicitly through Enterprise, are explored from the perspective of successful writers and dramatists. The benefits of transitional skills in English speaking 

countries in addition to non-English speaking countries. 


